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SUMMER SEASONAL PRIZEWINNERS

Just dreaming, Karol Oakley, First prize winner in the 2016 Summer seasonal exhibition. Pastel.

Rainy Saturday at Lorne, Kath McCann, second place, 2016 Summer seasonal exhibition. Watercolour.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Peter Gibson
President, AGRA

It is a humbling experience being invited 
to join the elite group of Presidents of 
AGRA.

Our Guild was established some 40 years 
ago, to promote Australian realistic art 
in the heyday of contemporary art. Now 
we must re-examine our perceptions of 
realist art.

The environment today is vastly 
different. We are experiencing a digital 
revolution. So much has changed. 
Perhaps the most dramatic difference is 
in the area of communications.

We book holidays and flights, do our 
banking and purchase products from 
anywhere in the world, via digital 
devices. 

It is in this environment AGRA now 
finds itself, and we must change or face 
extinction.

2016 will be a challenging year as we 
seek to improve our balance sheet.

We are fortunate to have one of 
the finest Gallery Managers in the 
Melbourne scene, backed by an 
experienced Council.

Fortunately we have a centrally located 
gallery which provides an outlet for the 
works of AGRA members. Our challenge 
will be how best to utilise this facility so 
as to generate revenue for the Guild.

Our core membership is made up of 
dedicated older members. We seek to 
add enthusiastic young members; our 
challenge will be how best to attract 
them.

As I mentioned, we are actively 
streamlining AGRA office practices to 
embrace the new digital world. 

Since the start of this year, Kris Peter has 
worked with a great deal of energy to 
update our financial records and reporting 
mechanisms in Quickbooks. For this we 
owe Kris our thanks. 

We are replacing eHues with a new 
emailed update, On your palette. I would like 
to thank Jan Lowe for her dedicated work 
on producing eHues. Our new electronic 
communications have an exciting fresh 
look, and for the first time, we are able 
to actively manage and update our 
membership subscription lists. 

Under Richard Watson’s management we 
are introducing new exhibitions and new 
professional development activities.

Regrettably, we have recently received 
resignations from two Council members 
- Rob La Nauze and Victoria Newnham. 
I would like to extend thanks to both of 
them for their service with AGRA. We will 
miss their contributions.

AGRA still has some interesting challenges 
to overcome. Together with your help, I 
have no doubt we will succeed.

Peter Gibson
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FROM THE FRONT DESK

Richard Watson
Gallery Manager, AGRA 

It seems not long ago that we were 
sending greetings for the festive season. 
Now the summer break has passed, and 
since the end of January the AGRA office 
has been intensely busy.  Our activity 
has produced some new initiatives and 
outcomes which I want to share with 
you.

Late last year, Nola Wilkinson and I 
identified a pressing need to update 
the list of contact details for AGRA 
members, and to set up systems to 
maintain it. We are fortunate that 
Kris Peter volunteered to update 
our Quickbooks system and create a 
functional membership database.  Kris 
has devoted a great deal of time in 
February and March to this. 

Along the way Kris has updated our 
Quickbooks system to ensure that 
our financial records are current and 
auditable. Kris worked closely with 
Greg Burns, our bookkeeper, on our 
finances, and with Nola Wilkinson on 
the database.

Having an up-to-date membership 
database is essential to the AGRA 
office. We need it to match exhibition 
entry forms and workshop enrolments 
to payments, to contact exhibition 
prize-winners, and to ensure that every 
financial member receives their copy of 
Hues posted to the correct address. In 
this issue we have an article explaining 
how we use the database. Please do your 
bit and make sure that the AGRA office 
has your correct address and contact 
details. 

We have also re-introduced emailed 
updates from the AGRA office to 
members with announcements and 
reminders of gallery events.  On your 

palette presents a monthly roundup of 
workshops and events at AGRA, and we 
have emailed details of workshops and 
exhibitions, including the President’s 
Challenge, as well. 

The software we are using enables us to 
embed images and use attractive layouts, 
without creating large file attachments 
which take up space in your email 
inboxes. Because the emails are sent 
directly from the office, we can respond 
immediately to any queries. I am very 
pleased to report that these emails have 
been received positively by members, 
and will replace eHues as our electronic 
communication system.

The Member’s Gallery is once more 
available as a space for members to hang 
their art. Each full member may hang 
four works for a period of a month, 
at a cost of $10 per painting. Our first 
member’s exhibition will be on display 
from mid-March. Contact the office, 03 
9882 5859 or office@agra.org.au, if you 
would like to exhibit your work in the 
Members Gallery.

We have adjusted the entry fees for 
hanging works in all exhibitions to $20 
per large painting – the fee for a standard 
entry remains $10 per painting. 

I encourage you to enter AGRA 
exhibitions. As well as the forthcoming 
autumn and winter seasonal exhibitions, 
open to full members, we have the 
President’s Challenge (Images of 
Boroondara), and an exhibition “Ode to 
Boats big and small” which are open to 
all members. The closing date for entries 
for the President’s Challenge has been 
extended to  16 July, so you have more 
time to create an entry. So get out your 
brushes and start painting – we want to 
see your works!

I also urge you to take advantage of the 
2016 series of workshops for members, 
as we are working hard to attract 
quality tutors to lead these workshops. 
Our February workshop with Julian 
Bruere was well received, and we seek 
your feedback on workshop topics and 
tutors  I also urge  members to register 
early for these workshops. We have to 
cancel workshops which do not receive 
support, and it is disappointing to 
receive “last-minute” enquiries about 
attending a workshop several days 
after we have cancelled it due to lack of 
numbers.

Life members

Kathlyn Ballard OAM 
(dec’d)

Carol Harrison AGRA

Thel Cardwell AGRA Ted Wynter AGRA

Sir William Dargie 
(dec’d)

Kenneth Jack AM 
(dec’d)

Pat Delanty AGRA Colin Johnson AGRA

Paul Fitzgerald AM 
AGRA

Lyn Mellady AGRAF

Alan Rawady AGRA Neil Straub AGRA

Brenda Innes

Honorary members

Judith Deane Annemieke Mein 
OAM

Welcome to new members

Craig Rawlings (Full)
Marley Harries (Full) 
Therese Tischler  (Associate)

Deadlines for Winter issue of Hues:

Articles, news and advertising: 
28 May 
Email: office@agra.org.au 
Phone: 9882  5859

PLEASE SEND ALL MATERIAL 
FOR HUES AND ON YOUR 
PALETTE TO THE AGRA 
OFFICE:  

office@agra.org.au

Promoting our artists
Are you an AGRA member, 
exhibiting in another gallery?
If you’d like your exhibition 
promoted on the AGRA website and 
in the next issue of Hues, please send 
the AGRA office:
• dates of exhibition
• venue
• images of your work

I am pleased to report that we have 
successfully re-negotiated our lease 
for AGRA Galleries with Boroondara 
City Council, and that we have begun 
working with the Art and Culture 
team at Boroondara. I hope that these 
activities will produce some exciting 
new initiatives, and help to raise AGRA’s 
profile in the local community which 
hosts us.

Finally, I would like to direct your 
attention to our new AGRA Galleries 
Facebook page, This page is being 
maintained by Elena Kolotusha, who is 
doing an excellent job. Please support us 
with links, likes and comments. 

Richard Watson
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

WORKSHOPS
Sunday 1 May

Acrylics workshop with Craig Penny  
Studio, upstairs, Senior Art Supplies
1310 Malvern Road, Malvern. 
11:30 am – 4:30 pm
Members $85, non-members $100.

Sunday 22 May
Watercolour  workshop with Julian 
Bruere 
Webster Rooms, Camberwell 
Uniting Church, Camberwell Road 
Camberwell 
11:30 am – 4:30 pm
Members $85, non-members $100.

Sunday 5 June
Charcoal  workshop with Rob Knight
Webster Rooms, Camberwell 
Uniting Church, Camberwell Road 
Camberwell 
11:30 am – 4:30 pm
Members $85, non-members $100.

Please book for 
these events 
through AGRA

Phone:  03 98825859 
Email: office@agra.org.au

ART COMPETITIONS AND PRIZES
ENTRIES OPEN 

THE HOLMES ART PRIZE 
FOR 2D REALISTIC AUSTRALIAN BIRD ART

$10,000 acquisitive prize

40 finalists will be exhibited at the Caloundra Regional Gallery on the 
Sunshine Coast, Queensland from November 2 - 27, 2016.

For information on conditions of entry and entry forms, please see 
Friends of the Regional Gallery, Caloundra website and Facebook page.

Uniting AgeWell 
Strathdon Community’s 13th Annual Art Exhibition 

14 – 17 April 2016 

CALL FOR ENTRIES
Entries Close 4pm Thursday 24 March 2016 

 

Guest judge: Robert Knight
Guest artists

Entry Form: www.strathdonartshow.org.au  
Email: info@strathdonartshow.org.au    Phone: 03 9276 5706  

Venue: 17 Jolimont Rd, Forest Hill VIC 3131  Guest Judge: C. Cafarella-Pearce 

FORTHCOMING 
EXHIBITIONS
We invite entries for the following:

President’s Challenge 2016, Images of 
Boroondara. 
Open to all AGRA members, as well as 
all residents of Boroondara. Entries close 
16 July.

Autumn seasonal exhibition. 
Open to full members of AGRA only. 
Entries close Wednesday 1 June.

Ode to Boats, big and small. 
Open to all AGRA members. Entries 
close Wednesday 15 June.

Winter seasonal exhibition. 
Open to full members of AGRA only.  
Entries close Wednesday 29 June. 

EXHIBIT YOUR WORK 
IN THE 

MEMBERS 
GALLERY!

Each full member may hang four works 
for a period of a month, at a cost of $10 
per painting. 

To book a spot, please contact the 
office: 
Phone:: 03 9882 5859 
Email: office@agra.org.au 

DEMONSTRATIONS
Three demonstrations of drawing in 
different media by noted artists will run 
at AGRA Galleries during the Kenneth 
Jack Drawing Award exhibition.

Saturday 9 April 10:00 - 12:00  Linda 
Weil, graphite and water-soluble 
graphite

Saturday 16 April 10:00 - 12:00 Rob 
Knight, charcoal

Sunday 1 May 2:00-4:00 Jo Attard, 
conte. 

Venue:  
Webster Rooms, Camberwell Uniting 
Church, Camberwell Road, Camberwell, 
unless otherwise noted.

DESIGN WORK

If any members need their ‘brand’ 
updated or you wish to add a little flair 
to your logo - talk to Craig, you will be 

impressed with his suggestions.

Please contact Craig Penny on 
03 9587 0474
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BUYING A SABLE

There are many myths surrounding 
Kolinski sable brushes. Hopefully this 
article can shed light on some of these. 

The name “sable” was used by Russian 
trappers to refer to the marten, a type of 
weasel. Kolinsky sable is the common 
name used for the native weasel Mustela 
sibirica which is found in the coldest 
parts of Siberia and Manchuria  - the 
region known as Kolinsky. 

The finest sable brushes are made from 
their strong and dense tail hair.  
 
Sable is often chosen for its spring - the 
ability to return quickly to its original 
shape - and its point, the ability to return 
to a fine pointed shape. 

The shape of an individual hair resembles 
an elongated pear.  Most hair tapers 
evenly from the root to the tip.

Sable hair, however, shows a root-like 
thickening only after a good third up 
the length of each fibre. This produces a 
great capillary action and an enormous 
ability to absorb fluid, a must for 
watercolour painting. 

The hair shape is also what gives sable 
its strength to spring back and to come 
to a very fine point. 

The very best quality fibres come from 
the winter coat of males and only from 

the very tip of the tail. Hair from the 
females does get used as well but the 
quality is not quite as good. 

Often hairs from males and females are 
mixed together in a brush to reduce the 
cost. The strength of the spring and the 
length and fineness of the tip of the hair 
together determine the quality and the 
price of the brush. 

Kolinski sable is never sold. Like wool, it 
is first classed and then goes to auction 
in lots. 

It is only the winter coat that is of any 
use in the manufacturing of artists’ 
brushes.  The longer and colder the 
winter  dictates the quality of the fur 
and sets the price. It is worth noting that 
Kolinski sable has always been worth 
more than gold per kilogram.

In the late 1980’s Mustela sibirica was 
listed on the CITES watch list of 
endangered species. Restrictions were 
placed on the trapping of these animals 
and farming became the standard way of 
obtaining the fur.   

Brush manufactures, exporters and 
importers now must comply with the 
CITES code of regulations. 

CITES (the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora) is an international 

agreement between governments. Its 
aim is to ensure that international trade 
in specimens of wild animals and plants 
does not threaten their survival. 

This means that every ounce of sable hair 
can be accounted for; from the farm to 
the end user.

Ian Rogers

Ian Rogers is General Manager of Senior 
Art Supplies, and an acknowledged 
artist whose distinctive works in acrylics 
have been widely exhibited.

Ian’s articles are informed both by his 
personal experience as an artist as well 
as his professional knowledge as a 
retailer of art materials.

This article is 
provided by Senior Art 
Supplies, sponsors of 
AGRA’s four seasonal 
exhibitions and the 
President’s Challenge.
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FACING THE CHALLENGE

Julian Bruere encourages his students to face up to drawing 
portraits

Workshop students address the exercise of drawing a portrait

Eleven enthusiastic students lined up 
in the light and airy new workshop 
venue to face the challenge of drawing 
portraits with tutor Julian Bruere. 

Julian explained the key requirements 
for a drawn portrait:

 Ū understanding the proportions of 
the head and face

 Ū the effect of the position of the 
head

 Ū understanding of the effect of 
light.

Julian showed us the basic concepts of 
proportions of the face – the symmetrical 
placement of eyes halfway down the 
head, level with the ears. How the base 
of the nose is halfway between the eyes 
and the chin, with the mouth halfway 
between base of nose and chin. 

We learnt some interesting names for 
facial features. Do you know what a 
philtrum is? 

Developing character in portraits 
involves the placement of these facial 
elements in relation to the entire head, 
said Julian.

As the head is rotated up or down, 
or moved from side to side, these 
proportions are retained, though the face 
may become foreshortened.

Julian gave a graphic demonstration of 
the influence of the way light falls on a 
face. Drawing four simple face shapes 
with eyes, nose and mouth in water-
soluble graphite, he rapidly modified 
each one with a wash of water to show 
the face in full light, side light (half-lit), 
three-quarter light, and back light.

When drawing a face, Julian 
recommends starting with the nose, 
and building the face outwards from the 
centre. 

So then it was our turn. Pencils and 
graphite at the ready, we selected images 
from a pile of pictures (Julian likes to use 
magazine images of models from fashion 
shoots) and started trying to put all we 
had seen into practice. We persevered 
with our initial portraits until lunch, 
when Julian took us through a second 
demonstration, showing us the basic 
anatomy of the eyes and brows, the tip of 
the nose, and the mouth, and the effect of 
lighting on each.

For the rest of the afternoon we each 
focussed on our choice of portrait in 
our choice of medium, producing an 
interesting range of outcomes. Some 
elected to have fun with a pencil, others 
explored the adventure of water-soluble 
graphite.

Julian’s explanations and 
demonstrations showed us clearly how 
to set out the facial features and tackle 
the different effects of lighting. His 
popularity as a tutor was apparent at 
the close of the day, with a number of 
students enquiring about how to book 
for his next workshop on May 22, which 
will deal with watercolour.

Nola Wilkinson
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Here’s what the On your palette March email looked like. Did you get it?

AGRA is changing the ways we send you 
information. 
 
Most of you will have recently received 
monthly updates for February and 
March entitled On your palette, emailed 
from the AGRA office, as well as email 
announcements of the President’s 
Challenge and workshops. 

Designed to keep you informed of 
what’s happening at AGRA, these 
colourful updates cover monthly 
events, announcements of exhibitions, 
competitions, workshops, art shows and 
more.

These emails replace eHues as AGRA’s 
electronic communication to members. 

Why is AGRA changing its electronic 
communications?

The up-to-date software platform AGRA 
is using for emails like On your palette 
provides several advantages.

We can send you emails with embedded 
images, which you can scan at a glance 
in your email in-box without having to 
open any attachments. The emails do not 
add large files to your inbox.

Because emails go out from the AGRA 
office email address, the AGRA office 
is able to respond directly to emailed 
queries. Centralised communication 
helps us to be more responsive to 
member enquiries.

Managing our membership list

The software platform AGRA is using 
allows us to manage our list of member 
email addresses for the first time. 

The software tells us whether or not the 
email has been transmitted successfully, 
or if it has ‘bounced’ because the email 
address is incorrect or no longer active. 

Since using this software we have 
worked hard to update the list of email 
contacts we have for members, and the 
number of bounced emails has dropped 
dramatically.

The software also tells us what 
percentage of the sent emails was 
opened. This provides a good gauge 
of whether the emails are useful or 
interesting to the people receiving them. 

HEY, WHAT’S GOING ON?

Most emailed updates are considered 
effective if 25-30% of emails are opened. 
Over 60% of AGRA members opened 
the March On your palette email within 24 
hours of receiving it. 

So we’re inferring that you found the 
email useful, and interesting. We are 
grateful to the AGRA members who 
took the time to get in touch and tell us 
they like the emails.

Cost- effective

Current postal charges are $1 a letter, 
making a significant ongoing cost. 

Email is fast, and effective. Using email 
helps us to keep our postage costs down. 

However, all members will continue to 
receive printed copies of Hues in the 
post. 

Don’t have a computer?

Don’t have an email address because you 
don’t own a computer?  

If you have an iPad or smartphone, have 
you considered using them to receive 
email? It’s easy to view emails on both, 
though you may need help to set up an 
email account. Talk with your account 
service provider.
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AGRA Galleries new Facebook page - check it out!

Does AGRA have correct address 
details for you?

This February and March AGRA has 
undertaken a concerted effort to update 
our membership contact lists.

As editor of Hues, in 2015 I became 
concerned at how difficult it was for the 
AGRA office to produce an up-to-date 
listing of member contact details. 

I believe that AGRA has an obligation to 
provide current information to members. 
Without a well maintained member 
database, AGRA cannot honour this 
obligation. Having an up-to-date contact 
list for members was a project of highest 
priority.

Accordingly, Kris Peter and I have 
worked hard over February and March 
to update our member list. As a result, 
I am hopeful that this issue of Hues has 
gone out to all current AGRA members. 
If you know of someone who is not 
receiving Hues, please ask them to get in 
touch with the AGRA office and provide 
their current contact details.

If you move or change your address, 
please let the AGRA office know:

 ċ by phone or email, or
 ċ update your contact details on your 

membership renewal form.
At the same time, please let us know if 
your phone and email contact details 
have changed.

Does AGRA have your most recent 
email address? 

If you feel annoyed because you haven’t 
seen the On your palette emails, there 
could be several possible reasons.

Please make sure we have your current 
email contact details .

If you use, or have used, more than one 
email account, does AGRA have the 
account address you prefer?

If you have previously used more than 
one email address, please check that 
emails from AGRA are not lurking in the 
another email inbox. 

I want to change my email preferences

The software platform we are using 
to send out update emails from the 
AGRA office  is ‘smart’ software which 
is designed to respond to subscriber 
requests with highest priority. In other 
words, if you tell the software you’d 
rather receive emails at a particular email 
address, it pays more attention than if 
we type the same information in at the 
AGRA office.

KEEPING IN TOUCH

So please update your email preferences 
via the software - you will find a link 
which helps you do this easily at the 
bottom of the emails.

If you didn’t get the On your palette 
emails and want to register to do so, you 
can find links to past copies of these 
emails on the AGRA website under 
“publications”. 

Reset spam filters

Sometimes spam filters sequester emails 
until you tell them you want to receive 
email from a particular source. Take a 
look in the ‘junk mail’ or ‘spam mail’ 
folders for your account, and if you find 
emails from AGRA in those folders, 
follow the directions from your email 
provider to ensure that it knows that 
you want to receive these emails in your 
inbox and do not consider them as spam.

We plan to continue to send a great deal 
of information to you via email. Receipts 
for payments, news, entry forms for 
exhibitions, results of exhibitions, will 
all be coming to you via email. Don’t miss 
out or feel like a mushroom. Make sure 
AGRA has up to date contact details for 
you, so that we can keep in touch.

Nola Wilkinson 

Here’s the link you need to update your email preferences - it’s at the bottom of the email

AGRA Galleries is on 

Facebook!
If you are used to staying in 
touch with friends and family on 
Facebook, add the new AGRA 
Galleries Facebook page to your list 
of favourites and stay in touch with 
us! 

Send us a comment, like our images 
of paintings, or let us know what 
you think.

And don’t forget to check out our 
website, www.agra.org.au, for 
exhibition entry forms, information 
on workshops, slideshows of 
paintings and more!
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Victoria Newnham with Moira Laidlaw

SUMMER SEASONAL OPENING
The long and the short of it - AGRA President Peter Gibson with Walter Magilton in front of Walter’s Guardians of the Hattah Lake

Chris Hermans with Wendy Johnson

The 2016 summer seasonal exhibition opened in relaxed 
post-holiday mood, with a number of exhibitors attending.

The judge for this exhibition was Malcolm Beattie. Malcolm 
was impressed with the exhibition, and has passed on his 
comments on the prize-winning artworks.

Of the first prize winner, Karol Oakley’s pastel Just dreaming, 
Malcolm commented:

It doesn’t have to be big to be beautiful. This is a powerful 
small painting - simple, eye-catching, with lovely subtle 
colour shifts.

About the second prize winner, Kath McCann’s 
watercolour Rainy Saturday at Lorne, he said:

Brilliant use of the medium to describe the subject 
matter. The loose, broad treatment evokes the mood 
perfectly - rainy, grey and everything a bit out of focus.

Of Barbara McManus third placed pastel Shopping Day, Silk 
Road, he said:

Many artists shy away from painting figures - and so they 
should! But not Barbara. She has captured the attitude 
of the woman simply but eloquently. A lesson in body 
language.  

CHANGING AGRA’S NAME
The acronym AGRA means many things to many people - an 
Indian city famed as the site of the Taj Mahal, the Australian 
Greyhound Racing Association, the African Green Revolution 
Alliance, the Association of Genealogists and Researchers 
in Archives – and of course, the Australian Guild of Realist 
Artists.

Because so many organisations use the AGRA acronym as a 
name, running a Google search on AGRA turns up a variety 
of results. The Australian Guild of Realist Artists appeared 
as the third website on the list from a recent Google search. 

Competing with the famous Indian city which is the site of the 
Taj Mahal means that our website is unlikely to ever appear at 
the top of a search for AGRA.

AGRA Council have discussed this, and we are considering 
changing AGRA’s name. We seek feedback from members on 
this. Do you think we should change AGRA’s name? Do you 
have suggestions for an alternate name?

Please send suggestions to office@agra.org.au, or phone the 
office on (03) 9882 5859.
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

Close to Mum,  by Helen Miles.  Pastel. Best Pastel, Broadford Art Show.

Ron Farnill has received the Artist of the Year award at the McClelland Guild of Artists. Congratulations, Ron! Above, Ron’s Morning on the bay.
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Sorrento Back Beach #2, by Heinz Fickler. Oil. Highly commended

Endless, by Pamela Pretty. Pastel. Commended

Ormiston reflections, by Pauline McCutcheon. Pastel. Commended
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2016 SUMMER SEASONAL

The price of love, by Roslyn Jennings. Watercolour. 

Out of the dust, by Ngaere Donald. Watercolour. Commended

Meeting 5 - Hahndorf, SA, by It Hao Pheh. Watercolour. Highly commended

Thoughts of a horse, by Kathy Ellem. Acrylic.  Commended

Shopping day, Silk Road, by Barbara McManus. Pastel. Third prize.

The sixth day 12- Santillana Del Mar, by It Hao Pheh. Watercolour. 
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Watercolour by Olinka Baykara, who received a silver medal in 
Ringwood Artist Society competition. non-traditional category. 

Summer storm, Goolwa, by Mike Barr. Oil. Victor Harbor Art Show 2016, Best of Show, Corporate Award Prize.

Gunnamatta Beach #2, by Heinz Fickler. Oil. Special award, 2016 Sorrento art show.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 2
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MASTERFRAME
PICTURE FRAMING

High quality creative custom framing

Quality, elegant framing that will not only enhance your artwork, 
but will protect and preserve it long term. Huge range of mouldings 
and matboards available, including 100% cotton rag. From individual 

pieces to whole exhibitions framed at competitive rates. 
Framing of original artwork, needlework, memorabilia, medals, 

objects, sports jumpers, photography, prints, certificates, etc. If you 
can’t come to our studio, we will gladly come to you - ask about 

free pick up and delivery (conditions apply).
For friendly, professional, personalised service contact Tony at:

28 Ross Pincott Drive, Mooroolbark, VIC 3138 
Phone: 9727 4294  Mobile: 0408 316 313 

Email: t.weston2@bigpond.com

NOBLE ART
Framing and Courier Service. Quality service discounts for 

exhibitions and more than four pieces
Phone 9792 1227 or 0418 175 307

Open by appointment - any time, any day
 ċ One free, for 4 or more paintings delivered for every show
 ċ Door to door service for Gallery Exhibitions
 ċ Quality Art bags - packaging supplies
 ċ Please ring for a quote
 ċ Prices start at $10 return (up to 50 km) to $40 return (up to 

250 kms)
 ċ Several drop-off  points. Normal delivery to depots, 2 days 

before delivery to venue
Depots: Doveton, Malvern, Mornington and Mulgrave

Contact: do.noble@bigpond.com

Terry’s painting Stalwart gums - Parachilna Creek

ARTSCAPADE MEMORIES 
Colin Johnson refers to the Terry Collins 
painting Stalwart gums at Parachilna Creek, 
which hangs in the office at AGRA, in 
his response to my article on the Flinders 
Ranges AGRA artscapade.

The painting is a reminder of one of the 
joys of AGRA members joining together 

and encouraging each other to enjoy the 
world of art.  Terry painted that work on 
AGRA’s trip to the Flinders Ranges, and 
he and I swapped works, as did many 
other members. It hung in my studio as a 
constant reminder of the good times we 
experienced on those trips.

After Terry’s untimely death I thought it 
fitting that it should be on display for all 
who had fond memories of him and the 
work he did for AGRA. Enjoy.

Edward (Ted) Berry

Terry Collins’ note on the reverse of the painting.
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MANSFIELD 
EASTER ART 

SHOW

25-29 March, 2016 
9:00 am - 6:00 pm

Masonic Hall, Highett 
Street, Mansfield

Gala opening Thursday, 24 
March, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Featuring works by over thirty 
artists, including Barbara Beasley-
Southgate, Julian Bruere, Richard 
Chamerski, Antje Collis, Helen 
Cottle, Steve Harris, Amanda 
Hyatt, Elena Kolotusha, Ron 
Muller, Ross Paterson, Craig Penny, 
Herman Pekel, Rodger Scott, Peter 
Smales, Lisa Wang.

All works for sale.

Further information:
Richard Watson 0418 579 633

ALEXANDRA

2016 EASTER ART SHOW 

47th ANNUAL EXHIBITION AND SALE 

Alexandra Leisure Centre
Cnr Maroondah Hwy & Hall St, 
Alexandra

GALA OPENING Friday March 25  
  $20 PER HEAD

Official opening at 7:00 pm

Saturday March 26  10.00 –   7.00
Sunday  March 27   10.00  –   5.00 
Monday March 28   9.00 –  MIDDAY

JUDGE:   ERN TREMBATH
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SCRATCHBOARD WORKSHOP

AGRA IN THE BOROONDARA COMMUNITY

At the recent scratchboard workshop - Jan Lowe tutors a student Engrossed in making an artwork

AGRA has recently signed a new lease 
for our gallery premises with the City of 
Boroondara.

As part of the conditions of our new 
lease, the City of Boroondara has 
requested that AGRA take a higher 
profile in showcasing art and artists in 
the local area. 

There are a couple of ways in which we 
plan to do this.

1.    Exhibit in City of Boroondara 
facilities at the Hawthorn Arts 
Centre and the Kew Court House. 

These facilities are magnificently 
set up for display of artworks, 
and because they are centrally 
placed, they  attract passing traffic. 
Exhibition space is subject to a 
competitive application, but we 
hope to showcase a major exhibition 
later this year in one of these spaces.

2. Increase our involvement 
with the local community via 
the President’s Challenge. This 
is the only AGRA competition 
open to residents of Boroondara 
as well as to AGRA members, 
so it provides an ideal means of 

Hawthorn Arts Centre exhibition space

stimulating engagement with 
the local community. This year’s 
subject for the Challenge, Images of 
Boroondara, has been chosen with the 
aim of increasing participation by 
Boroondara residents who are not 
members of AGRA. The closing date 
for the President’s Challenge has 
been extended to July 20. We urge 
you to consider entering paintings in 
this exhibition. The entry form is on 
the AGRA website.
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With award-winning 
artist/tutor

Vivi Palegeorge

If you missed out on our previous painting holidays, here 
is your chance to join us in Summer 2016 in one of the 
most popular painting locations in the UK!

A combination of painting, great food, historical sites ,old & new 
friends and the most unforgettable locations …

Quaint thatched cottages, markets and cafes, castle and river views, 
cobblestone street scenes, colourful fishing boats, wave-battered 
coastlines, picturesque granite and slate front houses, green pastures 
with rolling hills and streams, hidden turquoise coves, lively pubs 
so and much more!

All levels of ability most welcome, including non-painters.

The Cotswolds
and Cornwall

15 DAYS: 7th - 21st July 2016
Chipping Camden, Lower Slaughter,  

Bournton-on-the Water, Broadway, Bibury, Mevagissey, 
Bocastle, Polperro, Port Isaac and more !

The tour cost includes –
  Accommodation in 3-star hotels with private facilities for 14 

nights with daily breakfast
  7 dinners
  All painting excursions.
  Regular tuition and critiques.
  Transport by private coach to locations.
  Tour leader.
  Welcome and farewell cocktails.
For more details and booking forms:
Email: artemisarttours@hotmail.com OR Sandra: 0412 599 328

Land Cost per person:
$4,950 twin share
$850 single supplement
$4,550 non-painters.

PAINTING IN FRANCE 
with

 Betina Fauvel-Ogden

12-26 August, 2016

Two weeks at  
Chateau de Montsymond, 

Burgundy

Easy access 
Pick-up and drop off at local TGV 

station
 

Contact Jan or Tony Lack 0417.148565 
or visit

www.holidayescapefrance.com.au
www.eclipticgallery.com.au

Oil  Painting Workshops   
2016

David Chen 
M.A.(FineArts),B.A.(FineArts),Post Grad Dip.ArtEdn 

will be conducting special weekend 
workshops throughout 2016 at his 
beautiful home studio in Balwyn 

North.

 ċ   About light and colour
 ċ   Grey Tone
 ċ    Seascape
 ċ    City, urban landscape
 ċ    Still life
 ċ    Figure  [Portrait, Nude]

  

For all enquires ring David Chen on 
03 98592998 

  Emile: dchenarts@hotmail.com
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EXHIBITIONS BY MEMBERS

Moyra Leblanc Smith 

Inspired by Nature
April 2016

Eagles Nest Gallery, Aireys Inlet, 

Great Ocean Road.

 www.eaglesnestgallery.com.au 

 
Official opening 2 April 2016, 3 - 5 pm. 

(co-incides with Possum Awareness Week 
March 28 to April 3, 2016)

www.moyraleblancsmith.com
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Guild House 
Registered office 
1 Inglesby Road, Camberwell
PO Box 1228 Camberwell Retail 3124
AGRA Galleries are open to the public and promote realist art 
to the wider community. Members are able to exhibit work 
in general hangings (30% commission payable on sale) on a 
monthly basis.
AGRA holds four seasonal exhibitions, and four on-line 
exhibitions during the year. All full members are able to 
exhibit in these exhibitions on payment of entry fee and 30% 
commission on sales.
These exhibitions award prizes, and winners qualify for the 
Awards Exhibition in October. Other special exhibitions held 
during the year include the Drawing, President’s Challenge and 
the Medallion Exhibitions. Members may hire rooms at Guild 
House for solo exhibitions.
The exhibitions change fortnightly.
AGRA has refreshment facilities, and provides a place to meet 
with other artists, exchange ideas and catch up with friends. 
Many people use AGRA as a stopping off point in town, before 
heading home to the country. There is always plenty to catch 
up on. You are assured of a warm welcome.

AGRA Galleries
Gallery hours

Tuesday– Friday 10:00 am –  4:00 pm
Saturday   1:00 pm – 4:30 pm 

 Sunday  1:00 pm – 4:30 pm  (exhibitions only)
Gallery manager: Richard Watson

Phone: (03) 9882 5859
Email: office@agra.org.au

GUILD DIRECTORS

President

Peter Gibson 0418 887 046  
petergibson44@bigpond.com

Vice President

Ray Kenyon 0411 551 857 
ray@a5a.com.au

Treasurer

Jan Lowe 0437 878 174  
jan.lowe@camberwellart.com.au

Secretary

Meredith Atkinson 0417 311 906  
dougmeri@bigpond.com

Directors

Karen Buckingham 03 9879 4603  
geoffrey.buckingham@bigpond.
com

Wilma Tesoriero 0413 213 301
wilma@i.net.au

Bruce Walker  0409 410 700  
brucewalkerartisan@gmail.com

Nola Wilkinson 0400 612 448  
nwilkinson@ozemail.com.au

Gallery manager

Richard Watson 03 9882 5859
office@agra.org.au

The principal objects of AGRA are, in Australia, to:
1.      promote realist art in all its varied forms

2. connect Artists through activities and events

3. represent Artists in their relations with 
community and government

4. support Artists in their practice by the 
provision of services and facilities

5. disseminate information about realist art

6. raise money by lawful means for the purpose of 
furthering the objects of AGRA

7. foster and advance education of all kinds for 
Artists and aspiring Artists

8. co-operate and correspond with other bodies 
having like objects; and

9. perform generally such other functions and 
carry out such other activities as may advance or 
protect the interests of Artists.

Objectives
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AGRA SPONSORS
Acrylics Judith Maxwell 5156 4602 

Juliet.miskin@gmail.com

Vivi Palegeorge AGRA 0408 364 084 
vivipalegeorge@gmail.com

Walter Magilton AGRAF 9844 3616

Botanical Illustration 
and watercolour

Trish Bourke 0402 248 824 
trishbourke.net.au

Drawing - any medium Alan Close  9803 6469

Janet Matthews AGRAF 
(Drawing and wildlife classes 
and workshops)

03 8790 4215 
janet@janetmatthews.com.au 
www.janetmatthews.com.au 

Wendy-Jane Sheppard 9735 5691 
wjsart@arcom.com.au 
www.wendyjanesheppard.com 

Workshops and  
classes in pastel

Eleanor Griffiths 9885 4988 
www.eleanorgriffiths.com

Regina Hona AGRAF 9824 8340 
art@reginahona.com 
www.reginahona.com 

Judith Maxwell 5156 4602 
Juliet.miskin@gmail.com

Pamela Pretty AGRA 0419 323 923, 9874 2297 
pamela.pretty3@gmail.com 
www.pamelapretty.com

Beginners Pastel and 
Drawing Classes

Patricia Galli 0412 161 170  
trishg10@hotmail.com

Pastel or oil classes 
Tuesday, morning and 
afternoon in Mt Eliza

Lyn Mellady AGRAF 0397874269, 0405654110 
lynm@mellady.com 
www.mellady.com

Demonstrations, classes 
and workshops in oils

Eleanor Griffiths 9885 4988 
www.eleanorgriffiths.com

Vicki McInnes AGRA 0407 554 989 
info@vickimcinnes.com.au 
www.vickimcinnes.com.au 

Classes in all media Walter Magilton AGRAF 
(beginner to exhibition std)

9844 3616

Scratchboard Jan Lowe AGRA 0437 878 174 
jan.lowe@camberwellart.com.au 

Watercolour classes, 
workshops and 
demonstrations

Antoinette Blyth 9887 7072

Julie Goldspink AGRA 0402 123 978 
Julie@juliegoldspink.com.au  
www.juliegoldspink.com.au

Ev Hales AGRA 03 9718 2876 
evhales@evhales.com 
www.evhales.com

Annee Kelly AGRAF 9589 0724, 0418 140 075 
annee.kelly.artist@gmail.com  
www.anneekelly.com.au

Vivi Palegeorge AGRA 0408 364 084 
vivipalegeorge@gmail.com 
www.vivipalegeorgeart.com.au

Julie Rogers  0409527732  
JPRogers@gmail.com

Alan Rawady AGRA 9836 3131, 0411 637598 
alpalart@optusnet.com.au

Watercolour and 
life drawing classes, 
workshops, art tours

Maxine Wade AGRA 9996 0342, 0400 835 057 
maxinewade8@msn.com 
www.maxinewade.com

TEACHERS DIRECTORY

To be included in the Directory of Teachers, please email your details to the Hues editor 
at: nwilkinson@ozemail.com.au
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AUGUST

Wednesday 3 Medallion exhibition opens

Saturday 13 Medallion exhibition closes

Wednesday 17 Aust Miniature Society exhibition 
opens

Saturday 24 Aust Miniature Society exhibition 
closes

Sunday 27 Workshop, details TBA

Wednesday 31 Pastel Society (PSVA) Exhibition 
opens

SEPTEMBER 2015

Wednesday 9 Entries close AGRA Spring 
Exhibition

Saturday 10 PSVA Exhibition closes

Wednesday 14 AGRA Spring Exhibition opens 

Sunday 25 AGRA Spring Exhibition closes 

Tuesday 28 Wildlife Art Society of Australia 
(WASA) Exhibition opens

OCTOBER

Sunday 9 WASA Exhibition closes

Wednesday 14 Jan Lowe, Pamela Pretty exhibition 
opens

Sunday 23 Workshop, details TBA

Sunday 23 Jan Lowe, Pamela Pretty exhibition 
closes

NOVEMBER

Wednesday 9 Australian Art Excellence Award 
(AAEA) Exhibition opens

Sunday 27 Australian Art Excellence Award 
(AAEA) Exhibition closes

Sunday 27 Workshop, details TBA

Wednesday30 AGRA Christmas Exhibition 
opens

DECEMBER

Sunday 18 AGRA Christmas Exhibition 
closes

AGRA closes 

MARCH

Sunday 13 Oils workshop with Peter Smales, 
Webster Rooms, Camberwell 
Uniting Church

Wednesday 16 Kenneth Jack Memorial Drawing 
Exhibition Finalists notified

Friday 25 EASTER - AGRA office and 
Galleries closed

Saturday 26 EASTER - AGRA office and 
Galleries closed

APRIL

Wednesday 6 Kenneth Jack Memorial Drawing 
Exhibition opens. 

Saturday 9 Demonstration of drawing in 
graphite and water-soluble graphite
by Linda Weil at AGRA Galleries

Saturday 16 Demonstration of drawing in 
charcoal by Rob Knight at AGRA 
Galleries

MAY

Sunday 1 Acrylics workshop with Craig 
Penny, Senior Art studio, 1310 
Malvern Road, Malvern. 

Sunday 1 Conte demonstration by Jo Attard 
at AGRA Galleries

Saturday 7 Kenneth Jack Memorial Drawing 
Exhibition closes

Wednesday 18 Animals in Art 2016 opens

Sunday 22 Watercolour workshop with 
Julian Bruere, Webster Rooms, 
Camberwell Uniting Church

Saturday 28 Animals in Art 2016 closes

JUNE

Sunday 5 Workshop in charcoal with 
Robert Knight, Webster Rooms, 
Camberwell Uniting Church

Wednesday 8 AGRA Autumn Exhibition Opening 
at 7:00 pm

Saturday 18 AGRA Autumn Exhibition closes

Wednesday 22 Ode to Boats, big and small - 
exhibition opens

JULY

Saturday 2 Ode to Boats, big and small - 
exhibition closes

Wednesday 6 AGRA Winter exhibition opens

Sunday 17 AGRA Winter exhibition closes

Wednesday 20 President’s Challenge Exhibition 
opens

Sunday 24 Workshop, details TBA

CALENDAR

Two-day pastel workshop 
with dynamic US pastel artist Stan Sperlak

Presented by the Pastel Society of Victoria, Australia
Saturday 2 - Sunday 3 April. 

Manningham Studios, level 2, Manningham City Square, 
687 Doncaster Road, Doncaster

To book, please contact workshop organiser Roz Long, 
email:   greengables4475@gmail.com  

               mobile 0418 514 001
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SUMMER SEASONAL EXHIBITION 2

Guildford, by Mary Hyde. Oil. Highly commended,  Summer Seasonal exhibition

Windswept snowgums, by Julian Bruere. Watercolour. Highly commended,  Summer Seasonal exhibition
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WE ARE 
THE MAKERS 
OF COLOUR

As an Australian family company founded in 1966, 
we take pride in our continued development of 
colours of unsurpassed brilliance and intensity and 
the use of only permanent, light-fast pigments at 
maximum working strength.  

Art Spectrum ® is dedicated to creating the finest 
possible artists’ colours.

artspectrum.com.au

Like us: Follow us: Picture us:AS
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